Neural correlates of preserved facial affect perception in high functioning schizophrenia.
Individuals with 'high functioning' schizophrenia (HF-SCZ) may have preserved facial affect perception (FAP) compared to individuals with 'low functioning' schizophrenia (LF-SCZ). The neural mechanisms supporting preserved FAP in HF-SCZ have yet to be evaluated. This study compared brain activation during FAP performance in HF-SCZ, LF-SCZ, and controls. Results demonstrated greater activation in the precuneus in CON compared to both SCZ groups, while HF-SCZ activated this region intermediate to controls and LF-SCZ. These preliminary findings suggest greater precuneus activation may be related to preserved FAP in HF-SCZ compared to LF-SCZ, though future research is needed to further evaluate differences between groups.